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  of	
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ABOUT	
  THE	
  PROJECT	
  
	
  

	
   The	
   Valley	
   Below	
   is	
   an	
   independent	
   Canadian	
   feature	
   film	
   produced	
   by	
   North	
   Country	
   Cinema	
   and	
  
written	
   and	
   directed	
   by	
   Kyle	
   Thomas.	
   This	
   project	
   is	
   principally	
   funded	
   through	
   Telefilm	
   Canada’s	
  
Micro-­‐Budget	
  Production	
  Program.	
  The	
   film	
   is	
   based	
  on	
  Thomas’	
   2011	
  award-­‐winning	
   short	
   film	
  Not	
  
Far	
  From	
  The	
  Abattoir.	
  The	
  Valley	
  Below	
  is	
  his	
  first	
  feature	
  film.	
  	
  	
  

LOGLINE	
  
	
  

	
   The	
  Valley	
  Below	
  is	
  a	
  multi-­‐narrative	
  drama	
  that	
  follows	
  the	
  intimate	
  lives	
  of	
  several	
  protagonists	
  in	
  the	
  
small	
  town	
  of	
  Drumheller,	
  Alberta,	
  over	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  one	
  year.	
  

SYNOPSIS	
  
	
  

	
   The	
  Valley	
  Below	
   is	
  a	
  multi-­‐narrative	
  drama	
  that	
  chronicles	
   the	
   life	
  of	
  a	
  small	
   town	
   in	
   the	
  badlands	
  of	
  
Alberta	
  over	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  one	
  year.	
  The	
  story	
  is	
  told	
  in	
  four	
  chapters,	
  each	
  focusing	
  on	
  a	
  different	
  set	
  of	
  
characters,	
   including	
   a	
   pregnant	
   teenager,	
   a	
   hard-­‐drinking	
   musician,	
   a	
   reclusive	
   taxidermist,	
   and	
   an	
  
ambitious	
  police	
  officer.	
  The	
  film's	
  intertwining	
  stories	
  combine	
  to	
  render	
  a	
  rich	
  portrait	
  of	
  rural	
  life	
  in	
  
central	
  Alberta.	
  

	
  
DIRECTOR’S	
  BIO	
  
	
  
Kyle	
  Thomas	
  is	
  a	
  Canadian	
  filmmaker	
  and	
  a	
  founding	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  North	
  Country	
  Cinema	
  media	
  arts	
  
collective	
  based	
  in	
  Calgary,	
  Alberta.	
  A	
  graduate	
  of	
  the	
  Mel	
  Hoppenheim	
  School	
  of	
  Cinema	
  at	
  Concordia	
  
University	
   in	
  Montreal,	
   Kyle	
   has	
   produced	
   a	
   body	
   of	
   short-­‐format	
  work	
   that	
   has	
   screened	
  widely	
   at	
  
major	
   international	
   festivals.	
  Not	
  Far	
  from	
  the	
  Abattoir	
   (2011)	
  was	
  presented	
   in	
  competition	
  at	
  SXSW,	
  
and	
  received	
  awards	
  at	
  the	
  Calgary	
  and	
  Edmonton	
  International	
  Film	
  Festivals.	
  	
  



	
  
	
  
THE	
  MUSIC	
  
	
  

	
   For	
   the	
  soundtrack	
  we	
  commissioned	
  a	
  handful	
  of	
   talented	
  Canadian	
  musicians	
   to	
  contribute	
  original	
  
material	
  to	
  the	
  film’s	
  four	
  chapters.	
  The	
  soundtrack	
  also	
  includes	
  an	
  original	
  song	
  performed	
  in	
  the	
  film	
  
by	
  Alberta	
  poet/musician/actor	
  Kris	
  Demeanor.	
  

Rae	
   Spoon	
   is	
   a	
   transgender	
  musician	
  whose	
  work	
   combines	
   country	
   and	
   electronic-­‐influenced	
   indie	
  
rock.	
  Rae	
  is	
  originally	
  from	
  Calgary	
  and	
  maintains	
  a	
  strong	
  connection	
  to	
  the	
  Alberta	
  badlands.	
  

Eamon	
   McGrath	
   is	
   a	
   musician	
   originally	
   from	
   Edmonton,	
   Alberta	
   with	
   a	
   gritty	
   and	
   direct	
   style	
   of	
  
personal	
  songwriting.	
  

Gavin	
  Gardiner	
  (The	
  Wooden	
  Sky)	
  is	
  a	
  Toronto-­‐based	
  musician	
  with	
  roots	
  in	
  rural	
  Manitoba.	
  Gavin’s	
  
songwriting	
  combines	
  indie	
  folk,	
  rock,	
  and	
  country	
  influences.	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  contributing	
  original	
  music	
  
to	
  the	
  film,	
  Gavin	
  produced,	
  mixed,	
  and	
  mastered	
  the	
  entire	
  soundtrack.	
  

Dan	
  Mangan	
  is	
  a	
  Juno	
  Award-­‐winning	
  musician	
  from	
  Vancouver.	
  His	
  introspective	
  songwriting	
  brings	
  a	
  
lot	
  of	
  heart	
  to	
  the	
  film’s	
  solemn,	
  yet	
  hopeful,	
  conclusion.	
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   Kyle	
  Thomas	
  
	
  
Writer/Director	
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Co-­‐Producer	
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Cinematographer	
   	
   Mike	
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Production	
  Designer	
   	
   Bobby	
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Editor	
   	
   	
   	
   Kyle	
  Thomas	
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  Music	
   	
   Rae	
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   Kris	
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  McGrath	
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  Gardiner	
  (The	
  Wooden	
  Sky)	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   Dan	
  Mangan	
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Gordon	
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ABOUT	
  NORTH	
  COUNTRY	
  CINEMA	
  
	
  

	
   North	
  Country	
  Cinema	
  is	
  a	
  Canadian	
  media	
  arts	
  collective	
  dedicated	
  to	
  the	
  production	
  &	
  distribution	
  of	
  
director-­‐driven	
  film	
  and	
  video	
  work.	
  	
  With	
  a	
  portfolio	
  spanning	
  half	
  a	
  decade,	
  filmmakers	
  Kyle	
  Thomas,	
  
Alexander	
   Carson	
   and	
   Cameron	
  Macgowan	
   have	
   produced	
   award-­‐winning	
  work	
   that	
   has	
   screened	
   at	
  
major	
   venues	
   across	
   North	
   America	
   and	
   Europe,	
   including	
   SXSW,	
   the	
   Toronto	
   International	
   Film	
  
Festival,	
  and	
  the	
  San	
  Francisco	
   International	
  Film	
  Festival.	
  Making	
  the	
   transition	
  to	
   long-­‐format	
  work,	
  
The	
  Valley	
  Below	
  is	
  their	
  first	
  feature	
  film.	
  With	
  the	
  support	
  of	
  Telefilm	
  Canada	
  and	
  the	
  Canada	
  Council	
  
for	
   the	
  Arts,	
  North	
  Country	
  Cinema	
   is	
  now	
   in	
  production	
  on	
   its	
   second	
   feature	
   film,	
  O,	
  Brazen	
  Age,	
   by	
  
writer/director	
  Alexander	
  Carson,	
  set	
  for	
  completion	
  in	
  2015.	
  

	
  
Official	
  Teaser	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  www.vimeo.com/96209014	
  
	
  
	
  
Publicity	
  Stills	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  https://www.dropbox.com/sh/q53ogpr05knprle/AACbyCFr9BO_ACwB-­‐sg74kpAa	
  
	
  
	
  
Theatrical	
  Poster	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  https://www.dropbox.com/sh/e17dxsx0ga46e0s/AAB50oiD1Equwt3YZGDV5alua	
  
	
  
	
  
	
   	
  
	
  
CONTACT	
  
	
  
Publicity	
  Inquiries	
   	
   Daniela	
  Syrovy,	
  ClutchPR	
  (daniela@clutchpr.com)	
  
	
  
General	
  Inquiries	
   	
   Cameron	
  Macgowan	
  (cameron.macgowan@gmail.com)	
  


